
 
 

  
 

2003 Nissan Maxima 

2003 Maxima Adds New SE Titanium Edition Package, Enhancing Flagship 
Sedan's High Level of Sportiness 

For 2003, Nissan kicks its flagship Maxima sedan up a notch once again with the 
addition of a new Titanium Edition Package for its popular SE model, enhancing 
Maxima's already high level of sportiness even further. All three 2003 Maxima 
models — GXE, SE and GLE — once again come equipped with a standard 255-
horsepower 3.5-liter DOHC V6, 4-speed automatic transmission and the unique 
balance of performance and luxury which has helped make Maxima the best-selling 
V6 import sedan, 16 years running (based on R.L. Polk & Co. calendar year end 
1986-2001 new vehicle total registrations). 

Other key additions for the new model year include standard front seat side impact 
supplemental air bags for GLE models (available on SE as part of the Titanium 
Edition Package) and two new exterior colors, Sheer Silver and Polished Titanium 
(Titanium Edition Package only). The new 2003 Maxima went on sale in late May 
2002. 

"The Maxima still sets the standard in class in terms of performance-
oriented luxury sports sedans, a category it virtually invented nearly 20 
years ago,"— said Bill Kirrane, vice president and general manager, 
Nissan Division, Nissan North America, Inc. 

The Maxima was first introduced as a 1981 model, creating the "midsize import 
sedan category", a segment it has dominated ever since. The current fifth generation
Maxima, created at Nissan Design America (NDA) in La Jolla, Calif., was 
introduced as a 2000 model. 

The Titanium Edition Package 

Maxima's new Titanium Edition Package is a new option available only on SE 
models. The Titanium Edition Package features a Bose® audio system with 
AM/FM in-dash 6-disc CD changer, front seat side-impact supplemental air bags, 
in-mirror compass, floor mats and stainless steel sill plates with Maxima logo. It 
also offers titanium-tint color accents on the center console, titanium-tint accent 
stitching on the steering wheel and shifter, and alloy wheels with bright wheel 
finish. Valued at over $1,600, the package will be offered with an MSRP of $999.
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"The Titanium Edition Package takes the fully equipped standard SE 
model and adds an even higher level of 'cut-above' amenities and 
features," said Kirrane. "This package also greatly enhances Maxima's 
already great competitive value, laying the foundation for what we 
believe will be another outstanding year of Maxima sales." 

A High Style Standard, Inside and Out  

Maxima's exterior styling, enhanced in 2002 with a new front grille and aggressive 
front fascia with large air intake, new headlight design with High Intensity 
Discharge (HID) xenon headlights, side-sill spoilers, new rear taillights with clear 
lenses, dual chrome exhaust tip finishers (SE/GLE) and standard 16-inch (GXE) or 
17-inch wheels (unique designs for SE and GLE models) continues in 2003 with 
the two new available colors, Sheer Silver and Polished Titanium (Titanium Edition 
Package only), adding to Maxima's strong visual impression. 

Inside, every 2003 Maxima comes complete with a stylish wave instrument panel 
design with a sweeping console, striking instrument panel and special attention to 
driver ergonomics, a highly supportive seat design, gated automatic transmission 
shifter and a steering-wheel controlled multi-function trip computer with outside 
temperature display, distance to empty, fuel economy and drive time counters. 

The Maxima interior also offers standard HVAC microfilter ventilation system with 
reusable, washable filter, multi position slide sunroof switch, power driver's seat 
with memory function and entry/exit feature (GLE, optional with SE A/T). A 7-
speaker 200-watt Bose® audio system with in-dash 6-disc CD changer, Radio Data 
System (RDS) and speed-sensitive volume control is standard on GLE and 
optionally available on the SE model. 

Also available on Maxima again in 2003 is the Nissan Navigation System with its 
three-dimensional Birdview™ map display (featuring an easy-to-read rolling 
display of roads, buildings and other points of interest in addition to the traditional 
intersection/flat plane map images). 

The Maxima GXE interior features many standard luxury and convenience items, 
ranging from an 8-way power driver's seat with manual adjustable lumbar support 
and height-adjustable center console lid to premium 6-speaker AM/FM/CD audio 
system with steering wheel audio controls, auto-dimming inside rearview mirror 
and HomeLink® Universal Transceiver. 

Other luxury touches include one-touch auto up and down driver's and front 
passenger's windows and sunroof, auto on/off headlights, a second 12-volt power 
outlet and 60/40 split fold-down rear seat with anti-theft lock function. 

Maxima SE models feature sporty seat cloth, leather-wrapped steering wheel, 
titanium-tint meter gauges with black numerals and drilled metal accelerator, brake 
and clutch pedals on helical limited-slip differential-equipped SEs. GLE models 
feature standard leather-appointed seats, leather-wrapped steering wheel and shift 
lever and wood-tone interior trim. 
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The 2003 Maxima is available with three interior colors, Blonde, Frost and Black. 

255 Horsepower with a Suspension to Match 

Since 1995, Maxima has been known for its V6 engine superiority. Its innovative 
VQ engine series powerplants have been named one of the "10 Best Engines" by 
Ward's Auto World for eight consecutive years. 

For 2003, the 3.5-liter, DOHC 24-valve V6 again produces 255 horsepower and 
246 lb-ft of torque. The engine's advanced design includes continuous valve timing 
control, variable induction system, a silent timing chain, electronically controlled 
throttle, microfinished crank journals and cam lobes, molybdenum coated 
lightweight pistons, a resin intake collector, digital knock control, six individual 
coils (one per spark plug) and a cross-flow coolant pattern. 

An equal-length tuned exhaust with a variable capacity muffler derived from the 
one on the high performance Nissan Skyline GT-R reduces exhaust system 
backpressure, adds power and gives Maxima a quiet, yet throaty, sound. 

Additional features of the engine package include an engine control module located 
inside the passenger compartment for reliability, a thick radiator and a four-point 
engine mount design with liquid-filled (manual transmission) or electronically 
controlled fluid (automatic transmission) mounts to reduce vibration. 

For driving enthusiasts, a close-ratio 6-speed manual comes standard on Maxima 
SE, optimizing the powerband of the 3.5-liter engine. A helical limited-slip 
differential is optional on manual transmission-equipped Maximas. This 
mechanical differential is torque sensitive and provides instantaneous locking for 
increased traction and performance. 

All 2003 Maxima GXE and GLE models again come equipped with a standard 4-
speed electronically controlled automatic transmission (optional on SE). The 
automatic features a gated shifter for better transmission control and a traction 
control system is optional on GLE and SE models with automatic transmission. 

Maxima's innovative rear Multi-Link Beam™ suspension offers precise handling 
and outstanding stability by minimizing camber change during cornering. It 
includes use of thick front and rear stabilizer bars, along with large, soft trailing 
link bushings. The system's unique lateral link is located behind the rear beam. SE 
models feature special sport tuning for maximum handling prowess, while SE and 
GLE offer large 17-inch wheels with model-specific designs and H-rated (GLE) or 
V-rated (SE) tires. GXE features 16-inch aluminum-alloy wheels as standard 
equipment. 

Other standard performance features include a refined engine-speed-sensitive 
power rack-and-pinion steering and 4-wheel disc brakes with front discs and 4-
wheel/4-channel/4-sensor Anti-lock Braking System (ABS). 

Also standard are Electronic Brake force Distribution (EBD), which optimizes 
braking force depending on passenger and cargo load, and Brake Assist, which 
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ensures maximum braking capacity is utilized to aid in hard or panic braking 
situations. 

Safe and Secure 

Maxima safety features include an impact dispersion body side structure which 
includes reinforced roof side rails, B-pillars and side sills, pipe-style steel side-door 
guard beams, dual-stage front supplemental air bags, available front seat side-
impact supplemental air bags, 3-point front seat belts with adjustable upper 
anchors, pretensioners and load limiters, front-seat active head restraints, an 
emergency inside trunk-release latch and LATCH (Lower Anchors and Tethers for 
CHildren) child seat anchorage system. Maxima also features a Snug Kids child 
safety seat fit guide to choose the correct seat combination for child and vehicle. 

All 2002 Maximas come standard with a Vehicle Security System and Ignition 
Immobilizer. 

A Variety of Models and Option Packages 

The 2003 Maxima is available in three models: the well-equipped GXE, the 
luxurious GLE and performance SE. In addition to the new Titanium Edition 
Package, a number of other packages and options are available on the 2003 
Maxima. 

The Meridian Edition offers heated front seats, steering wheel and outside mirrors, 
while the Leather Package includes leather-appointed seats, 4-way power 
passenger's seat and power driver's seat with memory function and entry/exit 
feature (SE A/T, std. GLE). Other available options include Power Glass Sliding 
Sunroof with tilt function (SE, GLE); front seat side-impact supplemental air bags 
(std. on GLE, SE with Titanium Edition Package); traction control system (SE 
automatic, GLE); helical limited-slip differential (SE manual); Bose® audio system 
(std. on GLE, SE with Titanium Edition Package) and Nissan Navigation System 
(SE, GLE). 
2003 Maxima Specifications 

Mechanical Engine 

Name VQ35 
Cam design DOHC 
Orientation Transverse 
Cylinders / configuration V6 w/ Molybdenum coated pistons 
Block / head composition Aluminum/aluminum 
Displacement (liters) 3.5L 
Horsepower 255 @ 5,800 RPM 
Torque (lbs/ft) 246 @ 4,400 RPM 
Bore & stroke (mm) 95.5 x 81.4 
Compression ratio (:1) 10.3 
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Electrical 

Transmission and Drive System 

Maximum engine speed 6,600 RPM 
Induction system Sequential multi-point electronic fuel 

injection 
Valvetrain 4-valves-per-cylinder 
Engine cover Standard 
Engine mounts (4 mounts per 
vehicle)  

. 

A/T 1 electronically controlled, 2 liquid filled, 1 
rubber 

M/T 2 liquid filled, 2 rubber 
Recommended fuel Premium unleaded 
Emissions system Closed Loop Alpha Control, ECCS 
Emission certification level LEV 
Exhaust Variable capacity muffler 

Ignition system Electronic, Nissan Direct Ignition System (NDIS) 
Starter 1.4 KW 
Alternator 110 Amp. 
Battery 12V-55Ah (5HR) 

Drive configuration Front engine / front-wheel drive 
Transmission type .

6-speed manual 

4-speed auto w/ overdrive 

Standard on SE 

Standard on GXE, GLE 
Gear Ratio 

1st
 

2nd
 

3rd
 

4th
 

5th
 

6th
 

M/T A/T 

3.153 2.785 

1.944 1.545 

1.392 1.000 

1.055 0.694 

0.809 - 

0.630 - 

3.002 2.272 
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Brakes 

Steering 

Suspension 

Reverse 
Final drive ratio 3.812 3.789 
Drive shaft Carbon Fiber Reinforced Plastic (CFRP)
Helical limited-slip differential Optional on SE 

Standard 
Front .

Type 

Rotor size diameter and 
thickness (in.) 

Vented disc 

11.65" x .94" 

Rear .
Type 

Rotor size diameter and 
thickness (in.) 

Solid disc 

10.94" x .35" 

Brake Assist Standard 
Brake control Power-assisted (vacuum) 
Electronic Brake force Distribution (EBD) Standard 
ABS 

Number of wheels 

Number of channels 

Number of sensors 

Standard 

4 

4 

4 
Parking brake Hand-operated along left side of 

center console 

Type Engine-speed-sensitive power rack-
and-pinion 

Power assisted Engine-speed-sensitive 
Overall ratio (:1) 16.6 
Turns (lock-to-lock) 16" tires / 17" tires 2.9 / 2.6 
Turning diameter (curb-to-curb, in feet) 
16' / 17' 

35.4 / 40.0 
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Body / Chassis 

Exterior 

Wheels & Tires 

Lights 

Interior 

Front 

Stabilizer bar 

Independent strut w/ coil over springs 

Standard 
Rear 

Integrated strut brace
Stabilizer bar 

Multi-link Beam™ suspension 

Standard 
Standard 

Type Unibody 
Materials (primary) Corrosion resistant and high strength steel 

GXE GLE SE 
Wheels 
Aluminum-alloy (5-spoke) 6.5JJ X 16 S - - 
Aluminum-alloy (7-spoke) 7.0JJ X 17 - S - 
Aluminum-alloy (6-spoke) 7.0JJ X 17 - - S 
Aluminum-alloy w/ bright wheel finish (6-spoke)

7.0JJ X 17 

- - O 

(w/ Titanium pkg)
Tires . . . 
All-season — P215/55R16 S - - 
All-season — P215/55R17 - S - 
All-season — P225/50R17 - - S 

Headlights GXE GLE SE 
Type Flush mounted, 4 bulb w/ xenon HID low 

beam 
Auto on/off (ambient light 
sensitive) 

S 

Fog lights - S S 
Center high mount stop light . . . . .

Parcel shelf 

Spoiler 

S 

- 

S 

- 

- 

S 
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Seating 

Audio 

Instrumentation 

GXE GLE SE 
Capacity 5 passenger 
Materials . . . 

Luxury seat cloth S - - 
Leather - S w/ Leather pkg 
Sport seat cloth - - S 

Front seats Bucket 
8-way power S 
Manual lumbar S 
Passenger seat . . . 
4-way manual S - S 
4-way power - S w/ Leather pkg 
Head restraint Height adjustable 
Memory system - S w/ Leather pkg 

Rear seats 60/40 split fold-down bench with lock 
Armrest (fold-down) S 
Head restraint High back seat type 

GXE GLE SE 
Head unit and speakers . 

120W AM/FM/Cassette/CD w/ 6 speakers S - S 
200W Bose® AM/FM/Cassette/in-dash 6-
disc CD w/ 7 speakers (in-trunk CD when 
equipped w/ Nav.) 

- S w/ 
Titanium 
pkg 

Audio steering wheel controls S 
Radio Data System (RDS) and speed sensitive auto 
volume (available on Bose® only) 

- S w/ 
Titanium 
pkg 

CD Navigation system (w/ 5.8" wide LCD) - O O 

Meters/Gauges 

Speedometer 

Tachometer 

Standard 
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Safety and Security 

Passenger Restraint Systems 

Coolant temperature 

Fuel level 

LCD dual trip odometer 

LCD in-meter trip computer 

Digital clock 
Convenience features . 
Cruise Control (ASCD) S 
Power windows 

Driver and passenger one-touch up/down 

S 

Power door locks S 
Remote keyless entry system S 
Remote release . 

Trunk (electric) 

Fuel filler door (electric) 

Trunk lid safety release 

S 

S 

S 
Height adjustable center console lid S 
Rear center armrest S 
Cupholders S 
HomeLink® Universal Transceiver (UGDO) S 

GXE GLE SE 
Air bags (SRS) . . .

Driver (dual stage) 

Passenger (dual 
stage) 

Front seat side 

S 

S 

- 

S 

S 

S 

S 

S 

Titanium pkg 

Active head restraints (front) S 
Outboard seat belts, . . .

Front 

Rear 

3-point (ALR/ELR for passenger, ELR for 
driver) 
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Passive Safety 

Dimensions 

Exterior (inches) 

3-point ALR/ELR 
Inboard seat belts, rear 3-point ALR/ELR 
Seatbelt pretensioners Front 
Load limiters Front 
Tether anchorage S 
Power window lockout button S 
LATCH system S 
Child safety rear door locks S 

Energy absorbing steering column 

Front crumple zones 

Hood buckling creases and safety stops

Rear crumple zones 

Body side reinforcements 

Shift interlock system 

S

Emergency inside trunk release 

Steering wheel locks when key is removed

Vehicle security system 

Immobilizer 

S

GXE GLE SE 
Wheelbase 108.3 
Overall length 191.5 
Overall width 70.3 
Overall height 56.3 57.1 56.7
Tread width . . .

Front 

Rear 

60.2 

59.4 

60.2 

59.4 

59.8

59.1
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Interior (inches) 

Weights 

Volume (cubic feet) 

Fuel Economy 

Coefficient of drag (Cd) 0.32 0.32 0.31

Front Back
Head room 40.5 37.4 
Leg room 43.9 36.2 
Hip room 55.3 53.7 
Shoulder room 56.9 56.2 
Cargo volume . .

VDA rating 8.3 cubic feet .
SAE rating 6.8 cubic feet 

GXE GLE SE 
Curb (pounds) . . .

Front . . .
M/T 

A/T 

- 

2,010

- 

2,037

1,989

2,028
Rear . . .

M/T 

A/T 

- 

1,223

- 

1,252

1,250

1,246
Total . . .

M/T 

A/T 

- 

3,233

- 

3,289

3,239

3,274
Weight distribution (%) . . .

Front/Rear M/T 

A/T 

- 

62/38

- 

62/38

61/39

62/38
GVWR (pounds) 4,295 

Passenger compartment 102.5
Cargo 15.1 
Total 117.6
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City (M/T / A/T) 21 / 20 
Highway (M/T / A/T) 28 / 26 
Classification Mid-size
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